
 

Year 12 Curriculum intent ² 

 



 
to explain and make inferences 

about mental processes. The 

emergence of 

cognitive neuroscience. 

 The biological approach: the 

influence of genes, biological 

structures and neurochemistry 

on behaviour. Genotype 

and phenotype, genetic basis 

of behaviour, evolution and 

behaviour. 

 The divisions of the nervous 

system: central and peripheral 

(somatic and autonomic). 

 The structure and function of 

sensory, relay and motor 

neurons. The process of 

synaptic transmission, 

including reference to 

neurotransmitters, excitation 

and inhibition. 

 The function of the endocrine 

system: glands and hormones. 

 The fight or flight response 

including the role of 

adrenaline 





 
 Correlations. Analysis of the 

relationship between co-

variables. The difference 

between correlations and 

experiments. Aims: stating 

aims, the difference between 

aims and hypotheses. 

 Hypotheses: directional and 

non-directional. 

 Sampling: the difference 

between population and 

sample; sampling techniques 

including: random, systematic, 

stratified, opportunity and 

volunteer; implications of 

sampling techniques, including 

bias and generalisation. 

 Pilot studies and the aims of 

piloting. 

 Experimental designs: 

repeated measures, 

independent groups, matched 

pairs. 

 Observational design: 

behavioural categories; event 

sampling; time sampling. 

 Questionnaire construction, 

including use of open and 

closed questions; design of 

interviews. 

 Variables: manipulation and 

control of variables, including 

independent, dependent, 

tables, scattergrams, bar 

charts. 

 Distributions: normal and 

skewed distributions; 

characteristics of normal 

and skewed distributions. 

 Introduction to statistical 

testing; the sign test. When 

to use the sign test; 

calculation of the sign test. 

 





 
up on the summer work student are 

set before the start of Year 12 

Research methods  

 The aim is to teach research 

methods early in the course in order 

to apply it to the case 

studies/research pieces that students 

will learn through A Level  as well as 

making applications to the practical 

element.  

 The research methods unit also 

allows students to make 

methodological evaluation of famous 

research pieces, enhancing their AO3 

skill.  

 

Psychopathology 

This is the second theoretical based 

unit that our students cover. This unit 

was picked specifically as it allows for 

a smoother transition of newly 

acquired AO3 from RM and 

approaches to mental health issues 

and their studies. 

For example, we cover three 

approaches from the prior unit and 

apply to phobias (behaviourism), 

depression (cognitive) and OCD 

(biological).  

Topic will allow for knowledge 

builder opportunities through 

challenging connect and retention 

activities. 

ethics which was learnt from the 

research methods unit . 

 

Attachment 

 Students study developmental 

psychological research  

investigating the processes 

involved in the formation of 

attachment  

and the possible consequences of 

its abnormal development.  

 Alongside attachment students 

study non – experimental methods 

of  

research and methods of sampling 

and data analysis including  

through practical lessons (from RM 

unit). 

 

 

 

 

Issues and debates (bridging to Yr13) 

 



 
 

 

 

Skills & 

Characteristics 



 
 Dementia care nurse 

(Admiral nurse) 

 Brain injury support worker  

End points By the end of year 12, students will acquire foundational knowledge of Psychological Approaches, theories, and core studies. In Year 12, the 


