
 

Year 11 Curriculum - 2022-2023 

AQA: GCSE Photography 
 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

 1 2 1 2 1 2 

Key Concepts Landscapes: 
 
Contextual / Responses to a 
range of Photographers 
work / camera and digital 
editing skills.  

 
Idea development through 
diagrams / sketches / 
annotation / photoshoot 
plans and moodboards 
 
Experimental and well 
refined outcomes showing a 
personal response to the 



• the characteristics, properties and effects of using different media, materials, techniques and 

processes, and the ways in which they can be used in relation to students’ own creative 

intentions and chosen area(s) of study 

• the different purposes, intentions and functions of art, craft and design in a variety of contexts 

and as appropriate to students’ own work. 

Assessment The exams and non-exam assessment will measure how students have achieved the following 

assessment objectives. 

• AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 

• AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, 

materials, techniques and processes. 

• AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 

• AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates 

understanding of visual language. 

N/A 

Assessment: 

What is 

marked? 

AQA: AO’s. 
Contextual / annotation:  
Personal responses. /annotations / 
Quality of planning, idea development, application of media 
and techniques. Experimentation and refinement. 
Final outcomes. 
All presented in a digital format. 

 

See above: AQA assessment criteria and Mark submission  

Why this? Further development from Year 10 in the following: 
 
Contextual: A broader and more independent approach to 
the study of others. How the exam will look and be 
approached in January. 
Development of ideas from a starting point. Recording ideas 
including drawing in a range of ways-personalised to own 
ideas.  
Leading to personal responses that reflect contextual 
elements. 
Appropriate selection of media and materials relevant to 
intentions. 
Continued building skill and confidence through materials 
and techniques. Competence in handling of media and 
applications. 
Building resilience in independent based work. 
Continued portfolio development for GCSE Photography 
submission. 



 
 

Skills & 

Characteristics 

Most detail is in previous sections above: 
Key breakdown: 

 Building greater Independence and resilience 

 Honing skills developed throughout the course. 

 Contextual sources


