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conditions has 
developed over time.
Following this pupils 
will delve into the 
world of 
conservation 
exploring a range of 
strategies, complex 
ecosystem 
interactions, the key 
legislation 
surrounding 
conservation efforts 
and how the impacts 
are monitored and 
measured. 

these patterns 
resulting in global 
climate change; and 
the difficulties in 
predicting and 
monitoring the 
impacts. They will 
investigate ozone 
depletion. Following 
this pupils will study 
the hydrosphere as 
an example of 
exploitation and 
sustainable 
development. Pupils 
are given opportunity
to explore our 
exploitation of 
geological resources 
and the impacts. 
Finally pupils will be 
deepen their 
understanding of 
biogeochemical 
cycles. 

are explored. 

Knowledge & 
Understanding

Students following the AQA A-level 
Environmental Science specification will build
upon their knowledge and understanding 
throughout the year. Pupils will continuously 
be introduced to new content and concepts 
relevant to today’s environmental landscape.
Students are provided with ample 
opportunity to apply these in contextualised 
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situations. Students will obtain scientific 
knowledge which can be applied to many 
different industries allowing them to 
potentially access many different sectors. 

The Living Environment
- How the main conditions, which 

allow early life to develop and 
survive on planet Earth, came about 

- How the presence of life on earth 
has brought about environmental 
change 



- Ozone depletion 
- The hydrosphere 
- Mineral resources 
- Biogeochemical cycles 

-

Assessment End of unit 
assessments 

End of Unit 
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exams
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Why this?
Why now?

The physical and living environment units 
present fundamental environmental 
principles without which pupils will be 
unable to fully grasp content to follow. 
Conditions for life are the reason for living 
organisms and therefore a primary driver 
hence their introductory nature. The living 
environment is designed to capture pupils 
passions by allowing them to explore 
different habitats and contextualise issues 
which pupils will further build upon. 

The physical environments climate change 
sections is studied first as due to its topical 
and relevant nature it provokes scientific 
engagement. This is also content covered in 



  
- Research - Research - Research


